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This is the old problem of the uncertifiable case of
mental disability with which we have dealt at some
length above; it is met with at almost every turn. It
has happened that London County Council teachers
who were engaged at the Homes have been obliged to
discontinue their classes, since they were unable to
make any headway with their pupils. Again, this low
mental capacity, or abnormality, while it is not an
attribute of all the girls and women at the Homes, is
most assuredly a very serious factor which must be
reckoned with in any schemes which may be formulated
for educational and vocational training.

Although the problem of providing sufficient
educational training in the Voluntary Homes is thus
seen to be bristling with difficulties, it is by no means
insoluble. Preliminary inquiries have been made as
to the possibilities, and many useful facts have already
emerged.

In this connection it is interesting to note that the
first Adult School in this country was started towards
the end of the eighteenth century; a wide campaign
was inaugurated about 1812 with the object of teaching
adults to read and write, and it is recorded that at
about this time considerable efforts were directed
towards benefiting in this way inmates of prisons and
also of institutions for women of immoral type.

An experimental scheme has within recent years
been started again in convict prisons, and has proved
most successful; it is to be hoped that history is about
to repeat itself in both directions, and that the schemes
which are now under consideration for the Rescue
Homes will also succeed.

It would appear useless, at least in the early stages,
to attempt anything of this kind in those Homes where
the girls stay for less than six months, and it would
seem advisable that all Maternity Homes should be
excluded from the first scheme, owing to the special
difficulties therein encountered.